Incidence of cervical cancer in perimenopausal and postmenopausal women detected by Papanicolaou smears.
This paper concerns itself with the prevalence of abnormal Papanicolaou smears in women 40 years of age or older. They are considered in two groups, i.e. perimenopausal (40 through 49) and postmenopausal (50 or more). In the perimenopausal group, the incidence of abnormal smears was higher than in a central population of women of all age groups. Abnormal smears were less than half as common in the postmenopausal group. Invasive cancer was four times greater in the perimenopausal group and two times greater in the postmenopausal group.